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Cross-cultural Bridge






Cross-cultural Bridge

My name is Aya in Japanese. My name is Aya in English, too. In Chinese | am
called Wenwen. The Chinese characters in my name, Aya, are pronounced “Wenwen”
in Chinese. As you may know, when Chinese people call a child’s name, they usually
use two of the same characters just like “Linlin”, "Ranran”, “Fanfan”, which are also
the names of pandas. | love my Chinese name, Wenwen, because the double

characters sounds so cute.

I lived in Beijing, China for 7 years from the age of 2 to 9. | spent almost half of
my life in China. Chinese people around me were tender toward me. One day | got
sick soon after my family moved to Beijing. | had to enter the hospital. On the day
when 1 left the hospital, it was snowing. Mr. Sun who was a driver for my family was
afraid that | felt cold. So he wrapped me in a big blanket, held me in his arms, and

took me home. “Wenwen, Nihao,” he always spoke to me with a smile.

To tell the truth, Mr. Sun had hated Japan before he met my family. He had been
taught at school that Japan invaded China and that Japanese killed a lot of Chinese in
the war. That's why he hated Japan. Mr. Li, my parents’ masseur, also had black
memory of the war. His uncle was killed by Chinese soldiers because he had worked
for the Japanese army during the war. So the Chinese people who got along with my
family, as well as many other Chinese people, had a bad memory of Japanese people.

Then why were they kind to me? Why did they smile at me?

I think it's probably because they regarded me as a friend, not as a Japanese
person. My father always said, “You must be fair with others whether they are
Japanese or Chinese. Don't have any prejudice.” |did as | was told. | greeted them,
talked frankly with them, and laughed together with them. | kept company with

them as human beings, not as Chinese. | only did what anyone would. However,
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this common attitude changed their mind. Mr. Sun and Mr. Li said that they had

begun to view Japanese from other sides after they had known my family.

International understanding seems difficult, but in fact I think it is simple. The
barriers to mutual understanding are groundless prejudice, misunderstanding, and
the lack of respect for others. Japan and China surely have an unhappy history. The
past cannot be removed and must not be removed. We must build a bright future
without forgetting the past.  In order to realize this, I'm studying Chinese and want

to go to study in China in the future. My dream is to be a small bridge between Japan

and China.
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JENESYS Programme
Japan-East Asia Network of Exchange for Students and Youths
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